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County of RIVER CITY
Search Warrant and Affidavit
Service Provider




					

          Warrant No__________________

Detective NAME, certifies under penalty of perjury that the facts expressed in the attached and incorporated Statement of Probable Cause are true and that based thereon he has probable cause to believe and does believe that the articles, property, and persons described below are lawfully seizable pursuant to Penal Code Section 1524 et seq., as indicated below, and are now located at the locations set forth below.   Wherefore, Affiant requests that this Search Warrant be issued.


________________________________________  1st  day of February, 2025, at  10:00 A.M.
(Signature of Affiant)
Sgt. ??? (Electronically)

________________________________________  1st day of February, 2025, at  10:30 A.M.
(Signature of Supervisor)
DDA ???    (Electronically)

Reviewed by: ____________________________         1st day of February, 2025, at  3:34 P.M.
	(Signature of Deputy DA)

The People of the State of California to any peace officer in River County:
The affidavit by Detective NAME, certified before me on this date, has established probable cause to believe that the property described herein may be found at the location(s) set forth herein and that it is lawfully seizable pursuant to Penal Code Section 1524 in that:

Evidence Type: 
☐ 1524(a)(1) - Property was stolen or embezzled.
☐ 1524(a)(2) - Property used as means of committing a felony.
☐ 1524(a)(3) - Property is in the possession of a person with the intent to commit a public offense.
☒ 1524(a)(4) - It tends to show that a felony has been committed or that a particular person has committed a felony.
☐ 1524(a)(5) - Evidence of sexual exploitation of a child.
☐ 1524(a)(6) - An arrest warrant exists for the target of the search warrant.
☐ Other [please explain]:
		   
You are therefore COMMANDED to SEARCH:
	See Attachment A, attached and incorporated by reference.

For the FOLLOWING:
	See Attachment B, attached and incorporated by reference.
ORDERS

Delayed Return: In order to allow officers sufficient time to process and comply with this warrant, a 90 day extension is granted to the 10 day search warrant return requirement in Penal Code § 1534.
Outside experts: If reasonably necessary, officers are authorized to employ the use of outside experts, acting under the direct control of the investigating officers, to access, analyze, extract, duplicate or preserve any electronic data.
Delayed Notification: The affidavit has established sufficient reason to believe that compliance with Penal Code section 1546.2(a) may cause an adverse result. A 90 day delay in notification is authorized. (Notifying the target(s) will delay a criminal investigation, alert the suspect(s) of the investigation, and give the suspect(s) potential to destroy evidence.)  
Penal Code § 1546.1 (d): Any information obtained through the execution of this warrant that is unrelated to the objective of the warrant shall be sealed and shall not be subject to further review, use, or disclosure absent an order from the Court. An unredacted copy of information seized pursuant to this warrant may be disclosed to the River City District Attorney while the case is under investigation pursuant to Penal Code § 1546.1(d)(2), or in compliance with discovery obligations required by Penal Code §1054.1 and § 1054.7.
No Prohibited Violations: Based on Affiant’s attestation pursuant to Penal Code Sections 1524(h) and 1524.2(c), the Court finds that the evidence sought pursuant to this warrant is not related to an investigation into, or enforcement of, a prohibited violation as defined in Penal Code Section 629.51.
Disposition of Property: All property seized pursuant to this search warrant shall be retained in the affiant’s custody pending further court order pursuant to Penal Code § 1528(a), § 1536.

INSTRUCTIONS TO PROVIDER

Nondisclosure Order: Pending further order of this court, the officers, employees, and agents of the provider(s) are hereby ordered not to disclose information to or notify any person that would reveal, or tend to reveal, the contents of this warrant or the fact that it was issued for a period of 90 days (pursuant to 1546.2 PC).
Time of compliance: Pursuant to California Penal Code § 1524.2(b)(1), the provider(s) have five business days within which to respond to this warrant. 
Verification: The provider(s) are required under California Penal Code § 1546.1(d)(3) to “verify the authenticity of records that it produces” in compliance with California Evidence Code § 1561, by completing the attached affidavit.
Delivery of Data:
The provider(s) shall provide data electronically to:

Detective NAME
Unit (IE: Property Crimes Investigations)
River City Police Department
Email: DetectiveName@rivercitypolice.com

This Search Warrant and Affidavit and attached and incorporated Statement of Probable Cause were certified on this 1st day of February, 2025 at ____________ A.M / P.M. Wherefore, I find probable cause for the issuance of this Search Warrant and do issue it.




  							           ___________________________	
	Judge of the Superior Court



  							           ___________________________	
	Printed Name of Judicial Officer



Attachment A
Location(s) to be Searched


The Service Provider (Social Media) of SNAPCHAT:

SNAP INC.     (Hereinafter referred to as “Provider”)
2772 Donald Douglas Loop,
Santa Monica, CA 90405

Accepts legal process online via law enforcement portal: 
https://less.snapchat.com  



For the following SNAPCHAT account(s) with the with the username(s), phone number(s) and/or email address(es) listed below:  (Hereinafter referred to as “Target Accounts”)

[LIST USERNAME(S), PHONE NUMBERS, EMAILS HERE]

NOTE: Effective March, 2022, Snapchat allows users to change their usernames. It is recommended that you verify the usernames before submitting your search warrant, and list the DATE the user used that username last for Snapchat’s records checks.
















Attachment B
Item(s) to be Seized

SNAPCHAT DATA: 
To the extent that the information described is within the possession, custody, or control of Snap Inc., including any records, content, files, messages, logs, metadata, behavioral profiles, deleted materials still available to Snap Inc., or preserved pursuant to lawful legal process, Snap Inc. is required to disclose the following information for the Target Account(s), for the time period of January 1, 2025 to the date this search warrant is signed:

1. Subscriber Information for the Target Account(s), to include:
a. Account Username(s), historical usernames, display names, vanity names, alternate handles, aliases, retired usernames, and pseudonyms ever associated with the account;
b. Account creation date, timestamp, originating IP address, device identifiers at creation;
c. Account deletion date, deactivation/reactivation timestamps, and IP/device information associated with deletion or recovery;
d. Legal name (if provided), profile name, pronouns, birthdate, self-reported demographic information, gender identity, and language preferences;
e. Email addresses (current and historical, verified or unverified), mobile phone numbers (current and historical, verified or unverified), and timestamps of additions, verifications, or removals;
f. Bitmoji data linked to the account, including custom Bitmoji avatars, outfits, 3D Bitmojis, "Friendmoji" data, Bitmoji Stories participation;
g. Public Profile information, including Public Story status, subscriber counts, Spotlight eligibility, public bio, external website links, and visibility settings;
h. Snapchat+ Subscription status, tier level, subscription start/end dates, perks or experimental features enabled;
i. Payment and billing profile details including full billing names, addresses, credit/debit card numbers (obfuscated or tokenized as retained), linked payment processors, and purchase histories (Snapchat+, Boosting, Spotlight promotions, Lens Store purchases, Snap Token balances, in-app purchases);
j. Privacy Settings to include whether stories and snaps are shared with friends or public.

2. Device Information related to the Target Account(s), including:
a. Device identification data (IMEI, IMSI, MAC address, Device Fingerprint ID, Android ID, UDID, Advertising ID, Apple Identifier for Advertisers);
b. User-agent strings, device models, hardware platform versions, operating system versions, app versions, timezone settings, and regional configurations;
c. Complete device history reflecting all devices accessing the account, connection timestamps, login methods (biometric unlock, FaceID, etc), biometric enrollment tokens (if applicable);
d. Web-based logins at accounts.snapchat.com or Snap Web versions, including browser identifiers, cookies, and session metadata.
e. Push notification tokens (including APNs tokens, Firebase tokens, and any other push token identifiers);

3. IP Address Information for the Target Account(s), to include but not limited to:
a. Complete IP logs for all account sessions, logins, logouts, Snap Map check-ins, Spotlight uploads, chat sessions, audio/video call sessions, subscription management, purchases, advertising interactions, third-party logins;
b. IPv4, IPv6 addresses, port numbers (if available), session start/end times, passive telemetry (background refreshes, app updates, push notification polling).

4. Financial, Billing, and Monetization Records for the Target Account(s), to include:
a. Complete transaction histories related to Snapchat+, in-app purchases, Boosts, Spotlight payments, Snap Tokens, premium Lenses, Snap Map ads, AR Lens campaigns, business advertisements, or creator monetization payouts;
b. Linked payment instruments, tokenized card details, refund histories, payout account information for creators (bank account details for Spotlight earnings), and suspended or frozen balances due to violations.

5. Content, Usage Logs and Account Activity of Target Account(s), including the following:
a. Conversations (1:1 or Group Chats), including sender/recipient information, message content, timestamps, read receipts, message deletion logs, unsend attempts, message edit history (if applicable), records of screenshots / screen recordings / saves, emojis, stickers, Bitmoji reactions, contact cards, shared profiles, external links;
b. Chat Media content and associated metadata, either sent or received by the Target Account(s), including any photographs, videos, audio files, captions, filters, overlays, drawing annotations,;
c. Snap Media (sent and received) content and associated metadata, including photographs, videos, AR Lenses used, captions, filters, overlays, drawing annotations, augmented reality (AR) content created or used;
d. Stories content and associated metadata, including: Public Stories, Private Stories, Shared Stories, Story Highlights, and Group Stories, including posting times, audience lists, Snap IDs, GPS tags, media overlays, and subscriber viewing logs;
e. Memories content and associated metadata, including all saved Memories whether imported from camera roll or saved from a user’s Snaps, Stories, Chat attachments, including metadata, creation timestamps, location data, source, upload device, EXIF data, edits, replays, and shares;
f. My Eyes Only Content, described as all secured, PIN-locked content with timestamps, storage identifiers, and associated encrypted data (whether or not recoverable to Snap Inc.);
g. Spotlight: Full submission history including videos submitted for Spotlight, monetization eligibility status, reward payouts, performance analytics, engagement metrics, and takedown logs;
h. Subscriptions (Public Post subscriptions, channel follows), including subscription join dates, notification settings, follow/unfollow logs, channel interaction histories;
i. Call Logs for voice and video calls, including participant lists, call durations, timestamps, connection quality metrics, and participant device metadata;
j. Friends Lists & Friends Logs (current and historical), including date friendships were established, friend removals, blocks, unfriends, friend requests sent/received, ignored requests, and information on who requested / added / blocked / deleted who;
k. Contacts uploaded or synced from device address books;
l. Search Histories (usernames searched, Snap Map searches, Spotlight searches, Lens searches, hashtag searches);
m. Snap Map usage logs, including location-based search queries, Place tagging, and Discover content viewed.

6. Deleted Content and Deletion Logs, including:
a. Deletion logs for all Snaps, Chats, Memories, Stories, or Spotlight posts deleted by user, including deletion timestamps;
b. Content flagged by Snap Inc. for potential Terms of Service violations, suspected prohibited content, or enforcement flags.

7. Location Data collected, retained or possessed by Snap Inc. for the Target Account(s):
a. GPS coordinates, Wi-Fi proximity, Bluetooth beacons, IP-based geolocation, device-based location logs, cell site location information (CSLI), or any other geospatial data collected or retained by Snap Inc.;
b. Complete Snap Map data, including live locations, Ghost Mode toggling history, Bitmoji location updates, location sharing settings, passive background telemetry, check-in history, Places visited, home/work location inference models;
c. Geolocation metadata embedded in Snaps, Stories, Memories, and Spotlight submissions.

8. Advertising, Behavioral Targeting, & Algorithmic Personalization Data, including:
a. Interest profiles derived by Snap Inc. based on user behavior including content preferences, subscription interests, Snap Map exploration, Spotlight trends, engagement with AR lenses, Snap Kit connected apps, demographic models, and affinity clusters;
b. Ad targeting records including ad impressions, clickthrough histories, ad engagement logs, purchase behaviors, device targeting parameters, ad preferences and suppression lists;
c. Advertiser profile segments assigned to the Target Account(s), including inferred demographics, psychographic segments, AR shopping behavior, virtual try-on activity, and purchase intent data.


9. Third Party Integrations & Authorized Applications, including:
a. OAuth authorized apps via Snap Kit platform, including Bitmoji third-party integrations, Gaming SDK authorizations, and external platform logins;
b. Connection timestamps, scopes of permissions granted, revocations, external account identifiers, and data exchanged between Snapchat and authorized third-party applications.

10. Security and Account Protection Data, including:
a. Password changes, reset history, recovery attempts, phone/email recovery credential usage;
b. Two-factor authentication (TFA) enrollment, trusted device registrations, biometric unlock enrollments, and security event logs;
c. Suspicious login flags, anomalous geolocation access attempts, VPN or proxy detection flags, and login anomaly alerts;
d. Session hijacking flags, bot detection events, and account compromise records.

11. Biometric, AI, and Moderation Data, further described as:
a. Content flagged through Snap’s Trust & Safety AI scanning systems, including automated CSAM detection, extremist content flags, prohibited goods sales detection (firearms, drugs, etc.), sextortion markers, nudity detection, or grooming behavior models;
b. AI-based image, text, and video scanning summaries used for compliance and moderation.

12. Consent and Legal Agreement History, further described as all consents, user agreements, privacy policy acceptances, terms of service agreements, opt-in/opt-out logs, and related timestamped records.


NOTE: This request encompasses any data that may have been deleted, modified, archived, or hidden but remains accessible to Snap Inc. via internal data retention systems, backups, preservation holds, disaster recovery processes, cached storage, encrypted archives, or system-maintained metadata repositories.


Attachment C
Statement of Probable Cause

Affiant certifies (declares) under penalty of perjury that the following facts are true and that there is probable cause to believe, and Affiant does believe, that the designated item(s) to be seized will be found at the location(s) to be searched:

Affiant Qualifications:


[INSERT HERO SHEET HERE – INCLUDE TRAINING & EXPERIENCE ON SOCIAL MEDIA]

Investigation:

[PROBABLE CAUSE RELATED TO INVESTIGATION GOES HERE]

Author’s Note: Now comes the specific social media search warrant language. You will want to (1) explain social media to the magistrate, (2) describe the specific platform(s) you are searching and the various features, (3) tie it to the crime you are investigating and evidence you are seeking, and (4) lay out independent specific probable cause for each “Item to be Seized” you are asking for. You will likely need to go through the Items to be Seized list and remove items which don’t apply: IE, if Facebook Marketplace posts aren’t going to be useful for your investigation, don’t ask for them!

Information on Social Media:

Based on my training and experience, I am aware that the term "social media" broadly encompasses a wide variety of online platforms and mobile applications, which can be categorized based on their primary functions and features. 

Certain well-known platforms, such as Facebook, X (formerly Twitter), and Reddit, serve primarily as social networking and community discussion platforms, allowing users to share written posts, upload multimedia content, participate in shared-interest groups (such as Facebook Groups and Subreddits), and communicate directly with other users through private or group messaging features.

Other social media platforms are primarily oriented toward multimedia sharing. Applications such as Instagram, TikTok, Snapchat, and YouTube focus on the creation and distribution of photographs and video content. Each platform offers distinct methods for users to create, upload, and share multimedia content with others, including features such as Instagram “Stories,” Snapchat “Snaps,” TikTok videos, YouTube “Shorts,” and live streaming capabilities. 

In addition, some platforms are designed to connect users around specific subcommunities or interests. Online dating applications, such as Bumble and Tinder, allow users to create personal profiles for the purpose of seeking romantic relationships, while gaming platforms, including Discord, Xbox Live, and PlayStation Network, allow users to engage in voice, video, and text communication with others who share gaming-related interests.

Information on Snapchat:

Based upon my training, experience, and consultation with other investigators, as well as information obtained during this investigation, I believe the following to be true:

Snapchat is a widely used mobile-based social media and messaging platform owned and operated by Snap Inc., headquartered in Santa Monica, California. Snapchat offers users a variety of communication features including multimedia messaging, temporary content sharing, persistent saved content, voice and video calling, public content publishing, and a location-based social discovery system. Snapchat operates through centralized servers controlled by Snap Inc., and data stored on the platform remains accessible to Snap Inc. through lawful legal process such as search warrants, subpoenas, and preservation requests, even if users attempt to delete content or reset devices.

Snapchat users create accounts using email addresses and mobile phone numbers, and accounts are operated under self-selected usernames and public display names. Snapchat allows users to customize profiles with Bitmojis (personalized cartoon avatars), profile photos, bios, and public display information. Many users employ pseudonyms or screen names instead of legal names. Despite this, subscriber registration records, verified contact information, device metadata, and IP address logs retained by Snap Inc. can assist law enforcement in identifying account holders and linking devices to accounts.

Snapchat’s primary form of communication is its multimedia messaging system known as “Snaps” — temporary photos, videos, and messages that are designed to disappear after viewing but may be preserved under certain conditions. Users may also engage in traditional text-based “Chats” which can include text, emojis, stickers, Bitmojis, voice notes, video attachments, and external media links. Snapchat allows individual private messaging as well as group chats, many of which support multimedia file sharing, file attachments, and real-time voice and video communication. Based on my training and experience, these private messaging features are frequently exploited by criminal actors to coordinate illegal activities.

Snapchat includes numerous additional features generating digital evidence relevant to criminal investigations, including:

· Stories: Temporary posts (photos, videos, or text) viewable by all friends, select friends (“Private Stories”), or public followers, often containing metadata such as timestamps, geotags, device identifiers, and lists of viewers;
· Spotlight: A public-facing content-sharing feature for viral short videos, including likes, comments, shares, and engagement metrics;
· Public Profiles and Subscriptions: Allowing users to publicly publish content, gain followers, monetize their content, and create branded or influencer-based accounts;
· Memories: A persistent cloud-based storage system where users save Snaps, Stories, and other content indefinitely, including separate encrypted storage called “My Eyes Only” which may contain sensitive or illicit materials;
· Location Features (Snap Map): A geolocation tool which displays a user’s current or historical location data, including real-time movements, passive background location collection, and location-based tagging attached to Snaps and Stories;
· Group Stories and Shared Group Environments: Enabling collaborative posting and media sharing across multiple users;
· Friends Lists and Friends Activity Logs: Showing friendships, friend requests, blocking, muting, and account interaction history over time;
· Voice and Video Call Logs: Capturing metadata on real-time audio and video calls conducted via Snapchat.

Snapchat maintains extensive server-side metadata related to content deletion, edits, password resets, security events, and account recovery attempts. Even when users attempt to delete messages, memories, stories, or entire accounts, deletion logs often remain available to Snap Inc. that can demonstrate when and how content was modified or removed.

In addition to content and communications, Snapchat collects extensive device, technical, network, and location data associated with user activity, including:

· IP Address Logs (both IPv4 and IPv6), with session timestamps, connection durations, and associated port data;
· Device Identifiers including IMEI, IMSI, MAC addresses, device fingerprints, browser versions, app versions, operating system data, and hardware specifications;
· OAuth-linked third-party applications or integrations connecting Snapchat accounts to other platforms;
· Geolocation data including real-time GPS, Wi-Fi signals, cellular tower triangulation (CSLI), Bluetooth proximity signals, inferred “Home” and “Work” locations derived through Snap’s machine learning analysis.

Snapchat also maintains financial and transactional records for in-app purchases, Snapchat+ subscriptions, Spotlight monetization payouts, creator monetization programs, and payments associated with premium features or advertising activity. These financial records can provide additional identifying information including linked credit cards, billing addresses, financial account numbers, and transaction histories.

In my training and experience, individuals involved in criminal activity often use Snapchat to engage in a variety of unlawful conduct, including but not limited to:

· Narcotics trafficking where offenders advertise controlled substances through Stories, Private Stories, Spotlight videos, and “emoji-coded” Snaps, then negotiate transactions privately via chat or calls;
· Weapons trafficking where individuals exchange photos or videos of firearms, post firearms-for-sale content in Private Stories, or coordinate illegal firearms transactions via private group chats;
· Sexual exploitation or human trafficking where offenders locate, recruit, exploit, or groom vulnerable victims through private chats, location-based discovery features, and encrypted “My Eyes Only” storage;
· Fraud, identity theft, and financial scams where criminal actors share stolen personal identifying information, financial credentials, or conduct financial fraud through peer-to-peer contact facilitated by Snapchat’s social discovery tools.

Criminal suspects frequently attempt to conceal their identity on Snapchat through the use of burner phones, pseudonymous usernames, temporary emails, VPNs, proxies, and privacy settings designed to limit public visibility. However, Snap Inc. retains extensive internal records — including subscriber registration logs, IP address histories, device metadata, contact sync uploads, friend activity logs, location data, deleted content logs, and financial transaction records — which are essential to identifying suspects, corroborating victim disclosures, and documenting criminal networks.

Even when content has been deleted, Snap Inc.’s servers may preserve records through backup retention, system logs, caching, disaster recovery, preservation requests, and server-side metadata which remains accessible through lawful legal process.

In my experience, data maintained by Snap Inc. serves as a critical resource for reconstructing historical communications, identifying co-conspirators, recovering deleted evidence, documenting criminal intent, and establishing the full scope of criminal activity associated with Snapchat accounts. Because Snapchat data is hosted entirely on Snap Inc.'s servers, search warrants issued directly to Snap Inc. often represent the only method available to law enforcement to fully recover evidence relevant to the investigation.

For these reasons, I believe that the records maintained by Snap Inc. concerning the identified Target Account(s) will contain evidence, fruits, and instrumentalities of the violations under investigation.

Nexus of Snapchat Evidence to CRIME

Authors Note: It is helpful at this point in the warrant to give a general description of how evidence of your specific crime might be found during a search of Snapchat, or how suspect(s) committing your specific crime may use Snapchat. Here’s an example for a Snapchat drug sales case, but write your own language here depending on what type of crime your investigating (Gang Crime, Sex Crime, Drug Trafficking, etc.):

In my training, experience, and consultation with other investigators, I am aware that individuals involved in narcotics trafficking frequently utilize Snapchat as a preferred communication, marketing, and transaction platform to advertise, arrange, and facilitate the sale and distribution of controlled substances. Snapchat’s features are uniquely attractive to drug traffickers due to its multimedia-first platform, disappearing messages, location-sharing capabilities, and perceived anonymity among younger users. Offenders operating as “plugs” — a term commonly used to refer to drug dealers — routinely exploit Snapchat’s design to conduct illicit business with minimal visibility to law enforcement or uninvolved third parties.

Drug traffickers frequently post photographs and videos of available narcotics, including pills, powders, cannabis products, vaping cartridges, promethazine/codeine, and fentanyl-laced products directly to their Stories, Private Stories, or Snap Map locations. These images often include visual cues such as currency, packaging materials, digital scales, firearms, or street-level branding intended to demonstrate product quality or inventory. Dealers commonly use coded language, emojis (such as gas pumps for marijuana, snowflakes for cocaine, or pills for prescription narcotics), acronyms, and slang designed to conceal overt criminal language while still communicating clearly to potential buyers. Snapchat’s Public Profile and Subscription features allow traffickers to build a recurring customer base while maintaining curated visibility to followers.

Once initial contact is made through public postings or friend requests, traffickers often transition conversations to Snapchat’s private features, including Direct Chat, Group Chats, and even video or voice calls using Snapchat’s calling functions. Direct Chats allow traffickers and buyers to negotiate pricing, discuss quantities, arrange delivery or meet-up locations, and coordinate payments while utilizing Snapchat’s auto-deletion features to minimize evidence retention on the user’s device. Dealers may use Snapchat’s “My Eyes Only” encrypted vault to store photographs of inventory, price lists, or address logs away from casual discovery. In larger distribution operations, dealers may establish Group Chats to coordinate with multiple buyers simultaneously, manage bulk orders, or delegate deliveries to lower-level co-conspirators operating within the same trafficking network.

In addition to arranging in-person transactions, Snapchat is increasingly used to facilitate narcotics delivery through mail-based trafficking and coordinated drop-offs. Traffickers often utilize the Snap Map location-sharing feature to actively communicate real-time location during meet-ups or delivery handoffs. Snapchat’s Snap Map “Ghost Mode” also allows traffickers to selectively control who can view their movements. GPS metadata embedded in Snaps, Stories, and Memories may preserve valuable location data even if content has since expired or been deleted by the user.

Even though Snapchat is designed to promote the perception that messages, Snaps, and Stories quickly disappear, Snap Inc. maintains extensive server-side records including chat logs (to the extent conversations were saved by users), metadata for Snaps and Stories (including timestamps, GPS coordinates, media identifiers, and device information), Friends Lists, Friends Activity logs, Snap Map history, Private Story membership logs, Group Chat membership, device connection logs, IP address history, subscriber registration data, and linked phone numbers or email addresses. Traffickers may attempt to further conceal their identities through the use of burner devices, prepaid phones, false subscriber information, VPN services, or pseudonymous usernames; however, Snapchat’s retained metadata — particularly device identifiers (IMEI, IMSI, MAC addresses), account creation IP addresses, payment records for in-app purchases, and Snap Map location data — often serve as critical evidence to link a suspect to specific illegal activities.

Through my training and experience, I know that these detailed Snapchat records are crucial for identifying narcotics traffickers who may otherwise remain anonymous, documenting ongoing drug distribution activities, reconstructing deleted conversations, corroborating confidential informant or cooperating witness statements, identifying co-conspirators, establishing timelines of activity, and locating the physical locations where narcotics were stored, transported, or distributed.

Additional Orders Requested:

Delayed Return:
Considering the massive amounts of digital evidence often contained within social media accounts, and the time consuming process of sealing unrelated data, it is requested that the ten-day requirement be waived to provide your Affiant ample time to process and comply with the Search Warrant in a timely manner.  The Return to Search Warrant will be filed promptly upon completion of the search.

Outside Experts:
If reasonably necessary, your affiant is requesting permission to employ the use of outside experts, acting under the direct control of myself or other investigating officers, to access, analyze, extract, duplicate or preserve electronic data. Occasionally, search warrant data from online providers are difficult to analyze or interpret without advanced software or resources unavailable to your affiant.

Sealing Order / Nondisclosure Order / Delayed Notification: I am aware that routine California electronics search warrants become public record upon filing, and furthermore Cal ECPA statutes require investigators notify target(s) of such search warrants contemporaneously. I am also aware that electronics communications providers oftentimes notify the accountholder(s) of the service of the warrant (and may even provide them a copy of the warrant) if not served with a non-disclosure order included in the search warrant. 

Your affiant believes reasonable cause exists that notification to the targets of this investigation will likely have the following adverse results, and delayed notification is authorized by the cited Penal Codes:
	
	☒   Destruction / Tampering with Evidence
       (California Penal Code § 1524.2(a)(2)(C))
	☒   Flight from Prosecution
       (California Penal Code § 1524.2(a)(2)(B))

	☐   Danger to Physical Safety / Intimidation
       (California Penal Code § 1524.2(a)(2)(A) / (a)(2)(D))
	☒   Serious Jeopardy to Ongoing Investigation
       (California Penal Code § 1524.2(a)(2)(E))


Specific to this investigation, the suspect(s) in this case do not currently know they are being investigated. I believe a high probability exists that in the event the suspects learn of the investigation, they will [INSERT REASONING HERE].

NON-DISCLOSURE ORDER: I request IT BE ORDERED that the provider(s) served with this search warrant shall not notify accountholder(s) or otherwise disclose the existence of this search warrant for a period of 90 days, pending further extensions by order of the court.

DELAYED NOTIFICATION: I request investigators be authorized to delay the contemporaneous notification requirements outlined in California Penal Code § 1546.2. Investigators will not notify target(s) of the existence of this search warrant for a period of 90 days, pending further extensions by order of the court, or until there will no longer be an adverse result to the investigation, whichever occurs first.

SEALING ORDER: I request an order that this entire search warrant be sealed pursuant to 1040 of the Evidence Code to ensure the integrity of the ongoing investigation. Filing this search warrant in the public domain, unsealed, at this stage of the investigation will likely have adverse results. Note: This is not intended to preclude discovery in the event this case results in an arrest / prosecution, but at this time there is no lesser means to ensure this investigation isn’t compromised but sealing the entire search warrant.


Declaration:
                  
I request that a Search Warrant be issued based upon the aforementioned facts, for the seizure of said property, or any part thereof, between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and 10:00 P.M., good cause being shown thereof, and the same be brought before this Magistrate or retained subject to the order of the court, or of any court in which the offense(s) in respect to which the property of things taken, triable, pursuant to Section 1536 of the Penal Code.

I certify (declare) under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed at River City, California.


___________________________________, 1st day of February, 2025, at  11:00 A.M.
Why(Signature of Affiant)

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA  
   County of River City  [image: seal[1]] Search Warrant 
   Sealing Order




            

    		       Warrant No. _______________  
	Place to be searched:
	See Attachment A

	
	


  Application for Sealing Order: I hereby request that the following document(s) submitted in
  support of the requested search warrant be sealed pending further order of the court:  
	Entire Search Warrant

	


 
Grounds for order: I believe that the sealing of the above document(s) is warranted for the following reasons:         
 PUBLIC INTEREST: Sealing serves the following public interest:   
	☒
	Official information (Evid. Code § 1040)

	☐	Informant protection (Evid. Code § 1041)

	☐	Confidential Personal Information (Penal Code § 964)


PREJUDICE TO PUBLIC INTEREST: There exists a substantial probability that this public interest would be prejudiced if the information contained in this document(s) is not sealed.   
NARROWLY TAILORED: I do not believe it would be possible to release any of the sealed information without prejudicing this public interest.   
Declaration: I declare under penalty of perjury that the above information is true.  February 1, 2025

____________________  	  	  	  	__________________________________    	       Date                                                                                            Affiant
Order: Pursuant to Rule 2.550 of the California Rules of Court, the document(s) identified above shall be sealed and retained in the following manner pending further order of the court:    
1. The document(s) shall be sealed in an envelope with a copy of this Order affixed to the front of the envelope; and  
1. The Clerk of the Court shall retain custody of the envelope in a secure place and shall not   permit it to be opened by anyone except as authorized by written order of the Court.   
	_________________________   	  	  	___________________________________               
	Date  	  	  	   	  	  	  	Judge of the Superior Court      


Service Provider
Certification of Records








Name of Declarant: ________________________________________


Title of Declarant:  _________________________________________[image: seal[1]]


Name of company:  _________________________________________


Search warrant number:  _____________________________________


Mode of Preparation for Records___________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

I, the undersigned, am the duly authorized Custodian of Records for the company identified
above. I have direct knowledge of the manner in which the types of records described in the
search warrant, identified above, are prepared. I also have the authority to certify them.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the records attached hereto are true copies of the
records described in the above search warrant, that they were prepared in the ordinary course
of the business of my company, and that they were prepared at or near the time of the act of
event to which they pertain. I further declare that the number of pages of records hereby
submitted is _____ [Please insert number of pages submitted].

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true.


____________________________________		______________________________
Print Name and Title						Signature

								______________________________
Date
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